The 2026 San Francisco Driveway Decision
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Aesthetics Are Only the Surface

The Invisible Forces Model

Combined Sewer
Capacity Limits

In 2026, driveways are

Combined high-performance systems.
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The Underlying Geology Dictates the Surface
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The Marina District

—> Man-Made Fill & Liquefaction Zones

These highly active areas demand flexible driveway systems
capable of accommodating drastic soil movement without
suffering catastrophic failure.

Twin Peaks

—> Franciscan Chert Bedrock & Steep Slopes

Stable bedrock allows for rigid concrete systems, but the severe
hillside grades drastically increase excavation complexity,
formwork, and costs.



The San Francisco Stormwater Mandate

Interlocker Pavers

d ‘ d ¢ / d Concrete slab surface

Eco Green

PERMEABLE PAVERS.

Classified as Low Impact
Development (LID).
Manages runoff naturally
and satisfies city code
out-of-the-box,

IMPERVIOUS CONCRETE.
Triggers expensive engineered

drainage (underground N &' S - Engineered
cisterns, dry wells) under i e stone base
SFPUC regulations. aggregates
Aging cracked, —»
and overflowing Manbhole cover Stable soil

city sewer pipe Groundwater
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Permeable Pavers: The Eco-Conscious Classic
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| Pacific Heights elegance.
—— MODERN LINEAR PLANKS ¢

> Tumbled, rustic finishes for
historic Noe Valley Edwardians.

| » Modern linear planks to extend
T | . contemporary architectural lines. |

BN .' | A chameleon-like ability to adapt via |
! e - » borders, inlays, and custom motifs
B R | L - . while remaining ecologically

' CLASSIC BELGIAN STONE - superior.
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The Anatomy of a Permeable System
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» Surface: Interlocking concrete
pavers with fine aggregate joints.

» Bedding Course: 1-inch thick layer
of angular stone chips.

» Sub-Base (The Reservoir): Thick
layer of open-graded, crushed stone
(Caltrans Class II Permeable).

» Barrier: Non-woven geotextile fabric.

» Foundation: Native soil, excavated
8 to 12 inches deep.

Installation Velocity: 1 to 2 Weeks.
Requires significant earth-moving, structural
grading, and meticulous hand-laying.































