The 2026 Los Angeles Pool

From a backyard amenity to a permanent architectural extension.
8 trends redefining outdoor living, cost, and design in Southern California.

KMNIFE-EDGE PERIMETER

ECO-FILTRATION SYSTEM

4 y g STRUCTURAL FOOTPRINT

Based on Q4 2025 LADBS Permit Filings, 2026
Remodeling Magazine Data, and Renology Field Research.
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The Past The era of the bright blue The Future
pool is officially over.

1k

Nl 60%+ of new LADBS pool
| et —| | permits in late 2025 specified
| : dark-bottom plaster—a
| complete inversion from just
five years ago.

The pool is no longer a separate recreational object dropped into

a backyard. It is the home’s primary outdoor living room.
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The paradigm shift from backyard amenity
to architectural foundation.

Dimension
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(The Lagoon Effect) L]

Utilizes rich, dark pigments to create a
deep, reflective, lagoon-like water
surface, enhancing thermal retention
and modern aesthetics.

2 The Ba a Shelf <
“ (The Snma] Hub) i

An expansive, shallow ledge designed
for lounging, socializing, and safe water
entry, often featuring integrated seating
or water features.

| Dark Plaster Finishes |

The anatomy of the 2026

architectural pool.

3. The Integrated Spa 7 |

4, The l(mfe-Edge rYj

o

(Unified Geometry) AE

Seamlessly built into the main pool
structure, maintaining clean lines and a
unified visual plane, creating a cohesive
outdoor living space.
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(Perimeter Overflow) .

A minimalist edge detail where water
flows over a precise, thin edge, creating
a stunning, mirror-like surface and
eliminating the traditional coping.

=

5. Natural Stone Deckmg \j

(Material Flow)

Extends the indoor flooring outwards,
using large-format, non-slip natural
stones like honed limestone or travertine
to create a continuous material flow.



Deep, reflective surfaces create
the sought-after lagoon effect.

1 Market Reality

Showrooms from the Valley to the Westside report that
deep finishes out-sell traditional blues two-to-one for
new construction. Light finishes will be viewed as
strictly traditionalist by 2027.

~ = Material Callouts

Brand preferences shifting to PebbleTec (Black Onyx)
and Wet Edge (Prism Matrix in Black Magic).

) Location Tag

Trend highly concentrated in design-forward enclaves
like Silver Lake and Echo Park.
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Expansive Baja shelves transform
the water into a living room.

[ )
A P S—
Engineered to exactly |
v I5to 18 inches dEBp. ______ 1,' | --...----- Standard Toddler Step (Outdated)
* In-pool chaises * Built-in umbrella » Submerged » Bubbler
(e.g., Ledge Lounger) sleeves tables features

Neighborhood Context: A standard feature scaling from sprawling
lots in Sherman Oaks to renovated backyards in Mar Vista.
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The standalone hot tub is replaced
by the integrated spa.

Outdated Standard

—
The Mechanic: The Aesthetic Rule: Contractor Consensus:

The Thin Dam Wall—a subtle separator Shares the identical interior plaster A non-negotiable for nearly every new
allowing heated water to cascade into the and coping as the main pool. pool contractor project we see in Los

main pool without breaking visual lines. Angeles.
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Flawless transitions through natural
stone and perimeter overflow.

| [T
Honed limestone, silver travertine, [ 20° 5 30/ q
sandblasted quartzite | : p ' %
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Material Flow: The Knife-Edge Upgrade
Honed limestone, silver travertine, and sandblasted quartzite replace Previously reserved for commercial projects and Hollywood Hills
concrete pavers. Sourced to perfectly complement interior kitchen mansions, flush-level perimeter overflow designs are now a
quartzite countertops. Stays cooler in the San Fernando Valley sun. mainstream residential request.

& NotebookLM



Jewel-box plunge pools adapt
to densifying urban lots.

The Driver:
; 20%40' ’ | LA lot densification and the ADU
' construction boom (spurred by state

\ / laws like AB 68).

OUTDATED | @) The Concept:
5 Optimized for cooling off and
| socializing rather than lap swimming.
AMPLE , :
LANDSCAPING Maximum size: 10 b}’ 15 feet.

20x40'

10x15" A

v == 5 ﬂ The Benefit:
’ SO A A i Lower total project cost allows for
‘ ADU | e ultra-premium material upgrades
'[ (Lot S (glass bead plaster, custom tile).

' Redefining yards in Atwater
Village and Culver City.
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Advanced systems elevate
wellness and nighttime ambiance.

Sanitation (The New Standard) Lighting Architecture

Heavy chlorine is obsolete. Saltwater : Moving past the single deep-end bulb.
chlorine generators and Advanced e : Multi-layered, low-voltage LED systems
Oxidation Process (AOP/Ozone/UV) | | : (Pentair, Jandy) illuminate steps and
systems provide softer water and L Baja shelves. Tuned to a 2700K warm
zero chemical odor. = glow and integrated tightly with

surrounding landscape lighting.




The permanent expansion of California indoor-outdoor living.

Architectural
Cohesion

Functional

B The
Permanent _
Expansion /,

Wellness
Design

The Renology lake: Core Insight:

The throughline of these eight trends is a fundamental shift in homeowner intent. Homeowners are not buying a recreational object; they are commissioning a water-
Material choices (dark plaster, continuous limestone) provide architectural cohesion, while based expansion of their home’s most important spaces, designed to be lived in, and
functional upgrades (Baja shelves, integrated spas) transform the space for actual living. looked at, year-round.
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2026 Project Profiles:
The cost of the modern LA pool.

The Plunge The Family The Hillside
$92,000 @ $125,000 © $170,000+

) ) )
Profile: Profile: | | Profile: RS
Mar Vista. Sherman Oaks. A | Silver Lake. / "h'ﬁ*“'*‘*:m
10°x15'. e dl) _J 15'x35'. Iz TN
Specs: Specs: : B [ Specs: S
Saltwater system, 10’x6’ Baja shelf, N ' Knife-edge overflow,
standard plaster, _ integrated spa, “‘“w\// heavy retaining
travertine coping. PebbleTec finish, walls/caissons,

limestone decking. premium glass tile.

Professional inground gunite pool range ($85k—-$150k+). Aggregate data from Renology Project of the Day network.
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Understanding the core drivers
of construction budgets.

H'\.
-
|

L

Site Conditions (Highest Impact)

| b | e T % | Hollywood Hills slopes requiring excavation,
SUCH 0 e ————am) —ﬂ 4. || retaining walls, and LADBS seismic engineering
Conditions — “~—F— = . vs. flat Valley lots. Poor heavy machinery access
= Maximum Impact | requires costly manual labor.
&
Material < (C | T 3 9] > Upgrading from standard plaster/pavers to

Selections > | | imported limestone, quartzite, and glass tile.

-
-~ -~
B

Architectural . Q ) — | | Infinity edges, integrated spas, and automated

Features S , i covers act as major independent line items.
Expert — — — _. The National Association of Home Builders
Bu?fer = @_ ' ) c5 | (NAHB) strictly recommends a 10-15%

contingency for renovations on homes over

< Medium 30 years old.
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The timeline to swim:

Navigating the 4 to 8 month process.

Al
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| Block 2 + Blo
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Month 1 Month 2 Month 3 Month 4 Month 5 Month 6 Month 7 Month 8
= A

— Phase 1: Design & Engineering
(4-6 Weeks)

Initial layouts, material selection,
and structural engineering plans.

.. _aﬂ | fl"
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—o Phase 2: The Permitting Bottleneck

(6 Weeks—4 Months)

The most highly variable stage. Involves
LADBS plan submission, structural
revisions, and navigating city backlogs.

WY S

— Phase 3: Physical Construction
(8-12 Weeks)

Excavation, gunite, plumbing, tile,
and final finish application once
permits clear.

&1 NotebookLM



The post-launch reality:

Annual operational expenses.

o Pro Servicing

o Chemicals

o Electricity

||

Total Annual Baseline:
$2,000 to $4,000.

Monthly OPEX: Professional servicing
averages $150-$250/month.

Consumables & Power: Chemicals
(saltwater pools still require acid/stabilizer)
and electricity. Variable-speed pumps are
critical to reducing LADWP energy bills.

e ==

Long-Term CapEx: Replastering required
every 10-15 years (budgeting $10,000+).

Takeaway: High-end AOP/Saltwater systems
demand higher upfront investment but
measurably reduce ongoing monthly
chemical expenditures.

-

& NotebookLM



